[Comparison of MRI and CT X-ray in the evaluation of bladder cancer. Apropos of 26 cases].
26 urothelial carcinomas studied with MRI and CT have been reviewed. The results are connected with surgical and histological data. The assessment of the size and number of tumoral sites is more accurate with MRI, which allows a correct assessment of bladder wall infiltration in 20 of the 22 tumors studied with T2-weighted sequences. The sensitivity of both techniques is the same for the invasion of fat (92%) and the involvement of neighboring organs (67%), although MRI seems to be more specific (85% and 95% for 77% and 89%). The results are similar for the study of lymph node invasion (71% sensitivity). The performances of MRI for the assessment of bladder cancer extension are therefore comparable to those of CT. The advantages of the former technique include the clearer visualization of the tumor itself, especially for cancers of the neck and dome of the bladder owing to exploration in several planes. In addition, it allows a reliable assessment of the degree bladder wall infiltration and differentiates tumors that are not or not very infiltrating from highly infiltrating tumors.